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MAI'S BUDGET. 


H — ; TTir^ me-fin' very nice— what she 

SO if y° u would send - ” T cVinuld be pleased.” 
aid lik< . 

“Your wish is g r f n ’ sweet a smile that Doris felt as 
the child’s eyes with so swe etness of it and knew no 


, u er ‘ some*u ii 

SO if y° u , .,,1 I should be pleased. 

would like ‘bestest of „ , he Fairy , and 

— wish is granteu, 


and looked into 


the child’s eyes with so swe etness of it and knew no 

though she ^ d 'herself in her own little bed at home. 

How did she ?et there ^ fey the broad band of moon- 
It was night. the w i ndo w and rested on her 

light which stole t iou bed was empty, and there 

ITatubdXoUe of voices and of people moving about 

.he door. A light 

shl from mother’s room and nurse was just com.ng out 

W “oh n Nu' 1 r^e g ! I ’ n llTd Doris, “is it mother's birthday yet 1” 

“ Yes, darling, it jus. is j and mother has got the lovel.est 

present in all tli6 world. - 

“ Did the fairies send it r ” asked the eager cliil . ^ 

Nurse laughed. “ Yes, the fairies sent it, said she Come 
and see what it is,” and she lowered the bundle m her arms 
which seemed all of soft flannel ; and there, wrapped up, oh . 
so snugly, what do you think Doris saw r 
A real, live baby, as red as a little rose. , . „ 

Doris clapped her hands. “ I know, I know ; it s all rig it, 
she said. “ May I go and tell mother its really my present . 
Nurse looked surprised. “Not now, sweetie, go to bed again. 
Mother is asleep, and you should be too. You shall see her 
in the morning and tell her what you like.” 

So Doris went back to bed. But in the morning she to 
mother all the story, and mother, of course, understood ; but 
the others all laughed when they heard the tale and said she 
had been dreaming. But that was very silly, because thcie 
was the baby — the very best thing in all the world, as Boris 
had wished ; and a baby-sister, too, with eyes as blue as 
the forget-me-nots in the wood. 

And Doris is always talking to her of the fairies, and she 
savs she is sure baby understands, because she kicks an 

01U.J0 ' Goo-roo-oo.” Ronald says that doesn’t prove anything. 

but then, he’s a boy, and boys don’t understand babiec, 
especially a wonderful fairy baby that came in answer to 

W ISh. “ 111 1 1 C t ll / 1 t • . . .. 1 . . .. - , J .. .■ 


says 
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fZZ “tZ T r F ' of,s,<ons - by 

win 1 why it ° W " ^ — * « 

°: e 

would give much gratitude to anyone who would guide her in her choice 
But ^omehow there appears to be no mentor at hand-no one who can 
offer almost any suggestion. A lowliness of spirit falls upon her that 
is ah the more intense because of the very excess of guidance with 
\hich her infant and scholastic years were surrounded. Then she was 
told every moment what was the duty of that moment ; now there is 
upon such matters a silence that may be felt. True, that perhaps she 

w'h 3 " ythin f Let her * ather the rosebuds. By all means 

let her gather them. Let her not miss one, unless it be that some other 
may pluck it. To be sweet-and-twenty, and to live romance— what is 
the use of bring«mg the distinctions of committee rooms and examiners’ 
boards into terms of comparison with the great privilege of youth? 

L.es emotions, c'est la vie' \ and who that is worthy the gift of life at 
all would waste the glamour of life’s June in musty study or fusty office ? 
But for some June comes not, and she brings so many storms in her 
train for others that they are almost glad when she is gone. But gone 
she is, soon or late, for all. Then succeeds the time of reaction and 
of blankness ; the time when the girl becomes aware how great are 
her capacities, not only for emotion, but for thought and action, and 
how utterly non-existent are the opportunities for their development — 
at all events in that part of the social system in which she finds herself. 
The centre of feminine professional activity is for her so near and yet 
so far. She is indeed in sorry plight. Often, I am inclined to think, 
the plight of those who live with her at this period is scarcely less sorry. 
These, her sympathetic kinsfolk, are rendered indifferent advisers, both 
by their limited experience of professional life, and by the very ambition 
which they feel for the maiden’s future. To them the choice for a young 
woman of good education and belongings lies between complete domestic 
obscurity on the one hand, and the very highest distinctions that art 
or letters can offer on the other. If their Gwendolen Harleth cannot 
rival the artistic Klesmer of the day, why she must be content to become 
Mrs. Grandcourt. To write novels, but not to write the novel of 
the age ; to write articles, but not to write for the Nineteenth 
Century ; to act, but not at the Lyceum ; to paint, but not for the 
Academy; to play, but not on the platform of St. James’s Hall — these 
are possibilities which, until lately, have scarcely entered the provincial 
parental mind. A man, it is understood, may be very middling indeed, 
and no remarks made; but not a woman.” 

“ And yet what happiness there is in being middling ! It would be easy 
enough to write pages concerning the pleasures and the immunities that 
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_ f d not be to my present purpose. What 

middling folk enjoy, but ^° intense happiness that merely being and 

I would rather suggest 

doing something yields- , 

* * iden is in the solution of her life’s problem 

.« Hampered, then, as °" ™ al - th . nsufficient sugge stion on the part of 
by excessive ambition coup ^ ^ eagerly upon any hint that 

her natural advisers she is P conver sation. She hears from Miss 

c'Ls .0 her i» f< T, fl'St the celebrated actress, Mme. X— , 
Smith that Miss arf ; st ’s model. From that moment she thinks of 

beean her career as an au , . ation Then she reads somewhere that 

artists’ models with lively ad have known what a gen ius he 

Mr. Walker, the novelist c ted once for a guinea prize in Rag 

possessed for fiction hafl undl „ e sted facts because none others are 

Fair. She faste " s . up °? are , if she is a girl of spirit, and if the 

forthcoming, ™\^\Tbccome unendurable, that she proceeds to take 

some desperately ill-advised step. an _ hour . s talk wlt h an experienced 

“ What the girl rea1 ^ " about the profession towards which the girl’s 
woman who has ideas to ^ with P a woman who has succeeded her- 

own thoughts incline, t that others should emulate her success, 

self, and who is generous y pncouraeement that will be to her 

the girl will obtain a stimulus and a encou ageunen reason 

^ much-needed st.rrup^^ ^ ^ ^ 
whose needs IZZ if I know not them, and 1 have 

not with the ability wherewith they were given me, but after the humbie 

™ What follows'iT'a^eries of “interviews,” but so different are they from 
the ordinary newspaper “interview that one hesita es n pf S ons inter- 
file same word. In the first place, as to the c loice o . p converse 
viewed, we quote again : “ It has formed no part of my project t 
with persons simply for the sake of their individual professional emi ; 

nor to tabulate the contents of this little volume upon the plan o. a ^ 

tea-party, for such assemblages are habitually tiresome. 1 o isco 
each instance a person with living ideas and aspirations concerning ^ 
profession has been my sole aim.” In the second place, we soon P el ^^ a 
that the substance of each interview is given to us by the interpretation^^ 
mind so perfectly refined and true that the personal element is never ^ 

In these half-hour chats the whole subject of “ What shall we ° ^ 

our daughters ” is touched by a very light hand, but those vho \ni . g 

heed will soon perceive that the handling is firm and deft. It niig 1 ^ 

a shock to the average “ mamma” to be told, brutally, that hei ^ aU ^ g on 
music and drawing have no market value whatever ; but as she iea j or ^ 
in this book, she will insensibly become master of this piece of in orm 
and of many others, which will give her that wide out look over t ^ 
of women which will enable her to keep her place in her daughter s 
when that damsel begins to look over the walls of the home-garden 

Space is limited, or there is much in these interviews that it vv ^ j aS t 
well to quote, yet 1 must not close without drawing attention to 
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c apters, Journalism” and “ The home-life of professional women” 
They are extremely clever bits of writing, and under the playfulness of the 
style there is true insight into the “ inwardness ” of the subjects discussed 


L Dougall. 

Chronological Chart of Contemporaneous English Literature, by 

’ K * Heath (J. Baker & Son, price io 6). Our readers will rejoice in 
Mrs H e ath ,s chart. Conceive five centuries of English literature, all our 
notable authors and their chief books named year by year as they come 
out, without any over-crowding and without the appearance of a single 
date in the body of the chart. Different colours indicate different literary 
periods— the Miltonic period, for example, from 1620 to i6;o, is in royal- 
purple ; the Victorian literature is on a yellow back-ground. It is 
difficult to give an idea of the simplicity and suggestiveness of the 
arrangement. The names of authors appear in black lettering, of their 
works, in red ; and each important work appears in the square set apart for 
the year of its publication. Thus for the year 1850, we have Pippo Passes , 
R. Browning; Barnaby Pudge, C. Dickens; Heroes and Hero- 
Worship , T. Carlyle ; The Great Hoggarty Diamond , W. M. 
THACKERAY ; Punch began. We can hardly conceive anything more 
unlike the dreary catalogues, bristling with dates, of authors and their 
works, to which we are all accustomed. The sheet should hang in every 
school-room. Children of eight and nine would learn to associate the 
names of authors with their works, and the literary period they belong to 
by means of a delightful puzzle-game on the chart. They would soon 
know who wrote, and what was wiitten, in the thirties, the forties, the 
fifties ; what works came out in the blue (the Lake Poet period, 1800 to 1830), 
and would become very clever in associating book and date with author. 
A number of games, exercises on the chart, might easily be devised, and a 
little word here and there about the book in question, or a passage read from 
it, would "probably lead to the habit of reading, and to a love of literature. 
Older girls and boys, who are studying literature, would find great help in 
this chart, and it would be a valuable addition to every library ; for, 
probably, most of us would soon come to an end of our information as to 


who wrote what, and when it was written. 

Principles op Education , by the author of Amy Herbert , in two vols. 
(Longman, Green, Longman, Roberts & Green, price 12/6). In the rush 
of educational thought which characterises our day, we hope mothers will 
not lose sight of Miss Sewell’s invaluable Principles . A work so practical 
and sensible, so full of insight, wisdom and piety, should have its place on 
every mother’s bed-room book-shelf. I he work has a peculiar value from 
the fact that it was issued some thirty years ago. We are in danger of 
losing something of the delicate refinement of thought and feeling which 
was the characteristic feature in the bringing up of our mothers and 
grandmothers. Here we find this element conserved for us, and it is a 
great thing to keep the best of the old ideals before us. The author’s 
insight and foresight led her to anticipate much that has since bi en 
accomplished ; for example, the raised status of governesses, through t le 
establishment of some such training-college as the House of hauca wn. 
Mothers who desire to bring up their daughters as Christian gentlewomen 
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books. 


' j"^Xe them in Miss Sewell’s Principles 

will find much to help an 

of Education. Feelings, by Charles Bray ; with an Introduction 

1 The Education of the Fe l g sc hools (Longmans, Green <° " 
by William Jolly, H.M. I P b]ished in 1838, “to urge the 

n-ire 2> 6) This treatise P *■ — 1 1 


The Education of the Fe l * * of schools (Longmans, Green & Co , 
by William Jolly, H.M. In P blishe d in 1838, “to urge the great 
price 2/6). This treatise ^ out the natural laws which the 

importance of mot*} edui c which the feelings are to be trained and 
Creator has establish, y ^ has gone through four editions, and 
cultivated.” The fact duction by Mr . Jolly, indicates its practical 

is now re-edited, witn a are treate d here with sound sense, 

value. The elem ^ tS ° exen lifi cation. Mr. Jolly quotes in his introduc- 

simplicity and practica <( Inte i lectua l before— much more without— moral 
tion, Ruskin’s .remarK, impossible, and, in accomplishment a 

education is, in comp admirable manual for the methodical edu- 

” practice which „o child s ho„ld 

cation in morals t y ece i ve d. It is a part of the materialistic 

go into the world wi ou development of certain faculties 

doctrine of education of the notion tnat v m0 rals has been 

I 5 fli^f ai ’ ^M^^e^t^ughtful people brought up their 
l( ? S , g ' thi J ork or Abercrombie’s Moral Peelings. 

Mr.. Cl, as. Bray (Longmans Green & Co 
pnwerwehopeall mothers know this charmmg mtroduc ron to the 
study of morals, fit for children of ages varying from six to twelve. 
There is no introduction to the present edition, but we believe we are 
right in saying that Mrs. Chas. Bray wrote this most charming little 
volume as an introduction to her husband’s more advanced tread • 
We cannot imagine the little boy brought up upon Mrs. Bray s Elements 
turning out other than a Christian gentleman. The New Zealanders 
remark to Bishop Patteson contains the gist of the whole matter: 

“Gentleman-gentleman thought nothing that ought to be done too mean 
for him. Pig-gentleman never worked.’’ 

Primer of Psychology , by Geo. Ladd (Longmans, Green & Go., 
price 5/6). Professor Ladd is to be congratulated on having produced 
what is really a primer of psychology, plain and easy to be understoo 
We are not sure that the author’s exposition is in all cases adequate to 
the facts of consciousness. His chapters on Ideas and Reasoning, or 
example, strike us as curiously limited interpretations : though t e) 

express fairly well the psychological thought of the day, they leave t t 
impression that there are not “ more things in heaven and earth ” than 
the psychologist has ever dreamed of. The singularly clear thoug 
and lucid expression of this little manual should be valuable to the y ou p^ 
student; and one is glad to see that the notion of distinct facu tie 
capable of development is clearly shown to be untenable. Another pom 
of interest is the prominence given to the theory of rhythmic pulsatio ^ 
in our mental states — a note which we probably owe to the Americ ^ 
school of psychologists. We could wish that the tentative positions 
the whole subject had been more fully indicated f .,-, H 

R.T.S. Health at Home. No. 2. Moral Training of Child ; 
hy Alfred T. Schofield, M.D., M.R.C.S. Many readers of the Paren 
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of Children,” by our Chairman Ur n m . Ml 3ral Tra,mn e 

r tt } G'r. Schofield, is Quite perfectlv 

fo, Che purpose. Here are our principle, expressed i„ c ear s tr “ 

■uuple sentences, brightly written, b„, without any attempt a, “e reaS 

made-easy style, which is rathe, mistakenly sipposed to be the , ght 

“'“f re * '"Stead a J g aSe on Fo.V HanSs 
or Begin Early, we have bright short paragraphs, with pithy sentences 

bkely to be remembered. We most earnestly advise our reader" To 

possess themselves of a dozen or two of these penny tracts for distribution 
at mothers meetings, cottage visiting, or as occasion offers. This is a 
"^important part of P.N.E.U. work. They may be had at the office. 
JMonien Workers Report of Conference. (Published at Office Union 
of Women Workers, 2/-.) Probably the year offers no more instruc- 
tive or inspiring volume than the Official Report of the Conference of 
Women Workers I he range of subjects is very wide. Unions, Nursing 

Industrial, and I raining Schools, Temperance, Poor-Law Guardians 
omen s Settlements and Colleges, Religious Associations, Health 
Associations— in fact the tremendously wide range covered by women’s 
efforts appears to have been represented at the Conference, and it is not 
too much to say that every paper is marked by clear good sense, literary 
form, insight, power, and purpose. We commend the discussions on 
Education, Home Life, and The Responsibility of Refinement, as 
particularly interesting to our readers. 

The Circular Tablet (George Philip and Son, 2/6). Mothers interested 
in Kindergarten teaching may be interested in this. 
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House of Education . — We are very happy in a new gift— a capital 
lantern, with lamp and arrangements for lime-light — a present from 
Mrs. Steinthal. We look forward with much pleasure to its use. 

Patients ’ Review School — As Easter falls early this year, the examination 
papers will not be sent out until April 1 8th. The unfortunate and quite 
unforeseen occurrence of pressing business, as an executor, has greatly 
hindered the Examiner’s work with the Christmas examination papers, 
hence their delay beyond the six weeks which the work of examination 
usually occupies. The papers are perhaps more than ever satisfactory 
this time, there is hardly a case in which the pupils are not making steady 
and intelligent progress. We would say one word of caution — the P.R.S. 
takes care of itself so far as all literary, historic, and generally intellectual 
subjects go, but there are a few T more or less mechanical subjects, such 
as reading, writing, dictation and arithmetic, which require the teachers’ 
very special force, because the programme cannot provide for the thorough 
teaching of these subjects. 

Natural History Club .— The Committee will be glad to receive names 
of new subscribers to Mr Rowbotham’s extremely interesting and useful 
Courses of Letters entitled “Junior Botany,” “Junior Geology, and 
“ Lessons from our Walks.” Specimen letters may be had on application 
to— Miss Bl.OGG, 28, Victoria Street, London, S W. 





